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Modern Review— 1943

Here, at last, is an authoritative book on Rabindranath’s music written
by one who has been intimately associated with the poet in
Santiniketan and who has earned distinction as a fine exponent of
his songs. Manifold aspects of Rabindranath’s musical genius are
here treated with precise knowledge and with creative taste...

The author treats his theme with erudition and with a critical
mind, not forgetting either that the songs, coming from a master poet,
have their perennial lyrical value as well.

The author has done well in emphasising the elemental power
and sweep of Rabindranath’s music.

Rabindra-Sangit calls for translation into different Indian
vernaculars and into languages other than Indian so that the author’s
contribution can be properly valued, assimilated and critically estimated
on a basis of musicology.

Hindusthan Standard— January, 1943

Shri Santidev Ghosh, undaunted by this almost inserperable difficulty
and aided by his own deep devotion to the glorious singer and his
great art, has now presented to the public a thought-provoking, as
it is wonder-evoking, book on the subject.

Further, Shri Santidev Ghosh had the rare privilege of being
admitted into the green-room of the poet’s genius. He had the
blessedness of often seeing him in the course of his creative process.
This is why onc of the many striking features of his book is his
telling his readers the background and basis of many of the poet’s

Yo



songs which are on the lips of thousands to day.

Shri Santidev has documented his interpretation or analysis, call
it one may what he will, of the poet’s music with appropriate
quotations from the latter’s multifarious writings. He has, further,
dealt with his complex theme in a homely style, even the technical
part has been made easily intelligible for the layman. ... In short,
‘Rabindra-Sangita’ is a helpful study in the genius, ‘genre’ and
genesis of the poet’s song.

Visva-Bharati News— February, 1943

Sj. Santideva Ghosh’s Rabindra-Sangit, which was published on the
7th Pous, is an informative and appreciative study of Gurudeva’'s
music, besides being a pioneer attempt in the field. It touches upon
the many aspects of Gurudeva’s songs and explains the traditions
that influenced him and the new modes he initiated to enrich the
variety and vitality of Indian music.

Sindh Observer— 1-2-43

Its author, who is one of the teachers at Santiniketan, has had the
great good fortune of having peeped at the poet, for years, through
the key-hole, so to speak. For, no sooner was a new song ready
than at once it was communicated by him, among others, to Mr.
Ghosh. Thus, having heard a large number of his songs from his
own lips, while the vital feeling of delight and of discovery of further
spiritual depth were still fresh and full, the author succeeded not a
little in finding a way into the hinterland of the Poet’s creative
consciousness.”

“Rabindra-Sangita” is so useful both from the point-of-view of
information about and that of interpreting the “motif” of, the Poet’s
songs that the reviewer hopes that it will be translated into English
as well as Hindi, so that those who do not know Bengali may have
access to the author’s thesis.
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Prabudha-Bharata— November, 1943

Mr. Ghose, who is a talented musician himself and had lived in close
touch with Rabindranath for several years, deserves our heartiy
congratulations on his very worthy attempt to show in this lucidly
written book the contribution of the great poet in the field of Indian
Music. ... An instructive chapter has been devoted to Rabindranath’s
dramas and another to his signal contributions in the sphere of Hindu
dancing. The biographical thouches here and there have made the
book immensely interesting.
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